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Drawing on her experience with 
public-facing archival work and art 
curatorial services, Amanda Awanjo 
(English) will coordinate a print publi-
cation and a series of video vignettes 
celebrating Women of Visions’ 40th 
anniversary exhibition at the Univer-
sity Art Gallery.

Jessica Batychenko (English) will 
use her research interests in urban 
studies and community histories to 
assist Monument Lab with curatori-
al research and publication projects 
for Staying Power, a participatory art 
and history exhibition that explores 
the legacies, mechanics, and politics 
that connect or disconnect people 
from place.

Dominique Branson’s (Linguistics) 
research and professional experi-
ence centers around gender and ra-
cial equity, and she will use research, 
writing, and problem-solving to help 
the Gender Equity Commission iden-
tify and implement viable systems 
for sustaining local coalitions for 
gender equity.

Drawing on his academic work and 
his experience working in digital ad-
vertising, Felix Helbing (Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures) will collab-
orate with the Federation of Tech 
Workers and Work Hard Pittsburgh 
to develop a strategy to gather data 
and then analyze and organize it into 
a cohesive narrative about workers 
in the Pittsburgh tech economy.

Using her research and curriculum 
design skills, Victoria LaFave (The-
atre Arts) will develop assessments 
of student engagement for the Pitts-
burgh Ballet Theatre  and a dance 
cultural history curriculum that 
highlights the relationship between 
classical ballet and other prominent 
dance forms and explores social is-
sues of race and coloniality.

For CO/LAB Theater Group, Alison 
Mahoney (Theatre Arts) will utilize 
her professional experience and 
doctoral research in disability and 
the arts to create a community-in-
formed program evaluation, reimag-
ine their Actor Log, and complete an 
accessibility audit of their classroom 
tools and practices.

Taylor Waits (English) will support 
the research, development, and im-
plementation of trainings related to 
current curriculum and instruction 
trends in K-12 education and an-
ti-racism and use her digital story-
telling and social media experience 
to develop educational collateral 
with Single Seed Enrichment School.

Oscar Zapata Garcia (Hispanic Lan-
guages and Literatures) will utilize his 
editorial experience and language 
skills to work with Casa San Jose by 
supporting their editorial and com-
munications strategy, developing a 
social media marketing plan, re-de-
signing and optimizing their newslet-
ter, and translating documents.

With RefocusED, Darrelstan Fergu-
son (Hispanic Languages and Liter-
atures) will use his skills in commu-
nication, data collection, content 
analysis, and report writing to create 
surveys for Voices Against Violence 
participants, conduct extensive liter-
ature reviews, and creatively and im-
pactfully document his findings.

Courtney Colligan (Theatre Arts) will 
use her doctoral and career interests 
in the arts and social justice to col-
laborate with The Women and Girls 
Foundation on a project informed 
by the Youth Participatory Action Re-
search (YPAR) method by crafting a 
curriculum for GirlGov members and 
developing a literature review.

Eleven students have been awarded funding for summer immersive fellowships. Immersive fellowships provide Ph.D. students with the opportunity to gain 
experiences with host organizations in collaborative, mission-focused project work, drawing on their high-level skills as researchers and writers.

Sreemoyee Dasgupta (English) will 
support the facilitation of evalua-
tion methods at PRYSE Academy, a 
summer camp for immigrant youth 
in middle and high school run by 
ARYSE, drawing on her scholarship 
and experience working with glob-
ally diverse and underrepresented 
groups of children and youth.
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